
PTA MEETING MINUTES - JANUARY 2024

Louise Archer Elementary School 

January 18, 2024 @ 8:00pm 
 PTA MEETING MINUTES   

Board Members: 
•  Nausheen Khan - President 

• Tooba Malik - Vice President


• Steve Soliday - Treasurer

• Katie Nevitt - Secretary 

Agenda Items

 
Call to Order: 8:02pm

 
School Principal & VP Report……………..…….Michelle Makrigiorgos & Jennifer Condra 


• We’re excited to share the following staff members who were nominated by our 
staff or parents for FCPS Outstanding Employee Awards at Louise Archer this 
year:


Outstanding Teachers - Tracey Kitchen, Meghan Curtis, Greg Drost, Tracy 
Resnick

Outstanding New Teacher - Cameron Readon

Outstanding Principal - Michelle Makrigiorgos

Outstanding Leader - Jennifer Condra

Outstanding Operational Employee - Kathy Cutri


• Standardized Testing:

Virginia Growth Assessment (VGA) testing has been completed.  Students in 
grades 3-6 take a VGA test for reading and mathematics in the Fall and 
again in Winter. When the results for all students' VGA tests are returned to 
Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS), the division shares this information 
with families. 

Some students grade 1-6 will be taking the iReady assessment.  Families 
will only receive a report for a window when the student took the reading or 
mathematics iReady test. 

Starting to assess for WIDA and WIDA Screeners which is an English 
Language Proficiency Assessment for ESL students. 


• Construction Update:

Currently on Phase 2 - Renovation of the current building then removal of 
modules (~March)

Phase 3 will begin after Spring Break and go throughout the Summer, and 
be completed by Fall 2024
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Treasurer’s Report………………………...……………………..……………….Steve Soliday 


• Shout out to everyone who participated in our Dining for Dollars Fundraisers.  The 
Dining for Dollars annual goal is $2k, without Social Burger, we are at $2,432.37 for 
the year.


• Another shout out to the Sock Hop Committee who did an amazing job of staying 
within their allocated budget of $2,500 of which $2,498.22 was spent.


• HomeRoom, our new vendor for Before and After School Activities, collects the 
money and pays the vendors directly.  


• We are on track to reach our goal of $5k as our year-end balance. 
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Presidents Report & Program Notes……………………………..………….Nausheen Khan 


Join the PTA - different membership levels available; join this year at https://
louisearcherpta.org/





Open Positions:

1. Walk to School / Safe Routes Chair 

2. Directory Co-chair

3. Nominating Committee Chair

4. Reflections Chair 

5. Yearbook Co-chair


Loyalty Programs

Harris Teeter Loyalty Program - Please link Louise Archer to your VIC card! 
Earn money for Louise Archer when you shop at Harris Teeter. (Link your 
card to Louise Archer ES #6189)

Givebacks —> Shop to Give Program where you can link your credit card 
and shop at local businesses and they give a kickback to the PTA.  Also 
available is a browser extension which gives 20% back.  Please take a look 
and give it a try to help support that LAES PTA
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Directory Update:  

• The Directory data went live in Mid-December. A message will be going out 

to parents on how to verify their family data and participate in the online 
system (A to Z Connect).


• Reminder - we are not printing a physical directory this year.




Sunshine Times Newspaper…………………………………………….….…..Reshma Patel


• Sunshine Times submissions are due after the teacher workdays - Jan 29th. If we 
do not get enough submissions we could extend the deadline by a week. We 
have received 10 submissions thus far and hope to get over 30 (last 2 years we 
had 40)


• Asking everyone here - Please encourage your students to submit something - 
artwork, puzzles, poems, prose - the possibilities are endless. If there is a piece of 
work that was written/created for a class assignment that your child is very proud 
of, that can be submitted as well. They will each get a hard copy of the 
newspaper with extras in each classroom for everyone to read. Please reach out 
to Reshma Patel, Sarah Couchman or the Sunshine Times mailbox 
(sunshinetimes@louisearcherpta.org) with any questions.
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LA5K & Sun Run………………………………………………………………..…….Liz Young

• The LA5K will be held the morning of Sunday, April 28th.  Sun Run will start at 

8am and the 5K at 8:30am.

• Due to the construction we will be starting at Madison HS and run a very similar 

course to pre-pandemic times. 

• We’re currently waiting approval from the police department.  Once obtained we 

can move forward with permitting. 

• Committee would like to propose a price increase of $5 for registration due to the 

cost of goods going up.

• Once registration opens there will be a month long window to pre-purchase 

tickets at a discount. 

• Volunteers needed - please be on the lookout for more information.


Sunshine Committee………………………………..…….….……..…………..Alice Tran Suh 

• Co-chair Alison is caught up with all the birthdays

• We also celebrated Educational Professional Support Day for all the teachers 

assistants, assistants, monitors, etc in November

• December we celebrated National Special Education Day 

• Upcoming for February: National School Counseling Week, Crossing Guard 

Appreciation Day and School Patrol Appreciation
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Please give a shout out to your crossing guards or have your children write a 
nice note, etc.

Supply Closet Committee……………………………………..………………..Alice Tran Suh 

• Ties in with Stock the Fridge  (see below)

• We will have a supply drive end of January/early February.  A SignUp Genius with 

the most needed supplies will be sent out with information on drop off locations 
for parents to contribute.  Aim to “Stock the Supply Closet” mid February to tie it 
in with Valentine’s Day or Presidents’ Day.


Stock the Fridge…………………………………………..…………………….Alice Tran Suh	 

• Our last Stock the Fridge was on Nov 11 for the Teacher Workday. The next 

Teacher workday is Jan 26 however we don’t believe all the teachers will be in the 
building that day so we would like to do a Supply Drive instead.


Sixth Grade Celebration…………………………..……..………….………….Alice Tran Suh 

• Celebration will take place on Friday, June 7 @ Madison HS

• All chairs have been assigned.  Everyone has their rolls and working on getting 

things booked.  We have our DJ, Photo Booth, and venue booked.

• If you’re a 6th grade parent you should be receiving emails from Alice soon 

regarding collecting photos for the baby photo contest.


Mini Grants…………………..………………………………………………………Cathy Chen

• We just kicked off our second round of mini grants.  We have $4,500 left of the 

$10k set aside for Mini Grants this year after the first round.

• Grant application sent to all the teachers and will be available on PTA website.

• If you’re a parent please encourage your teachers to submit a grant request. So 

far this round we have only received 3 applications.  

• If there’s any funds remaining they will be used to supplement the supply closet 

committee.


Original Works……..……………………………………………………….……….Cathy Chen

• Original Works is an online school fundraising program combines in-class artwork 

creation, online ordering through a customized school gallery, and order delivery 
back to the school or directly to the home.


• Each student is working with Mrs. Edwards in art class to create an original work.

• Their artwork needs to be completed by the end of February and then is sent to 

Original Works to set up purchasing platform.


Yearbook……………………………………………………………………………Anita Cheng

• Yearbook Cover: Thank you to all students who participated.  Staff voted and a 

winner and runner up have been selected for front and back cover.

• Yearbook Booster Ads & Yearbook Sales (Early Bird Sales $20) end 2/24/2024 - 

Booster Ads for 6th grade will first 2 weeks and then open up to the rest of the 
school the last 2 weeks. 
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• Yearbook Sales Sold: 95 books sold Goal is 400 

• Photo Collection: All hands on deck! The Yearbook Committee is currently 

creating the layout of the yearbook.  We need more photos to ensure that all 
students from each class are being represented. Out of the 24 classes, we 
currently only have photos from 8 classes. Please upload at least 3-5 photos 
(including a group classroom photo) into the proper google drive folder by 
Sunday, January 21st.  If your class is missing a class group photo, please reach 
out so we can find someone to schedule a time to take a group photo later in the 
Spring. 


2023-2024 LOUISE ARCHER ES GRADE SPECIFIC GOOGLE DRIVE AND PTA 
SPONSORED EVENTS PHOTO LINKS 

Skate Night………………………………………………………………………..……Erin Berk

• Scheduled for Saturday, February 24th from 6-8p at SkateQuest in Reston

• The event will need only a few volunteers but we will need card swipers & cash on 

hand

• There will be an option to preregister which will make check-in easier.  Cost is $10 

per child. 
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International Night………………………………………………………..………Arvind Jairam

• Scheduled for Friday, May 17th 

• Currently in process of getting logistics handled

• Anticipate a few volunteers will be needed

• Please mark calendars and keep an eye out for more information. 


Update on Superintendent's Family Connection Group:

	 The intent of the Superintendent family connection group is to provide feedback 
to Dr. Reid on the educational experience in FCPS, discuss ways that families, 
educators and staff can partner to achieve the goals of our 2023-30 Strategic Plan in 
providing excellence, equity and opportunities for each and every student.  Mrs. 
Shannon Aimone and Mrs. Tooba Malik attended the January forum whose theme was 
communication; “How are your schools communicating with you?”


Three other topics that will be discussed in the future are School Boundaries, Budget, 
and the Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  


Questions / Comments: 


1. Question:  Is there a PTA supply closet available now that we’re in phase 2 of 
construction?

Answer:  Maybe, let’s talk.


2.	  Question: How do we get photos to the yearbook committee?

	 Answer:  You can email them to an board member, or the yearbook committee 
directly.  There are also folders in our Google Drive where you can upload them.


Call Meeting to Close : 	 9:17p




Upcoming Events:


January 
23 Dining for Dollars (Foster’s Grill 11am-9pm)
29 Submissions due for Sunshine Times student newspaper

February
2 Pop-up Party 
5 Dining for Dollars (Plaka Grill 11am-9pm)
7 PTA Meeting (Zoom)
24 Skate Night (6-8pm)
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March
1 Readathon Kickoff 
13 PTA Meeting (In-Person)
25-29 Spring Break

April
5 Faculty Volleyball Game vs Wolf Trap
13 Reflections Student Awards Celebration (Richmond)
17 PTA Meeting (Zoom)
18 Spring Pictures with Classes
19 Pizza Bingo
28 LA5K & Sun Run
30 Picture Day (Staff & 6th Grade panoramic)

May
6-10 Teacher Appreciation Week 
14 PTA Meeting (In Person)
17 International Night

June*
7 6th Grade Celebration @ JMHS
12 Early Release; Last Day of School
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